Tourism: Driving economic
diversification and inclusion in LLDCs

LLDC3 official side event organized by UN Tourism
06 August 2025 | 13:15 - 14:45 | Awaza, Turkmenistan

BACKGROUND

In 2019, prior to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, LLDCs received 50.2 million
international tourists generating USD 22.6 billion in exports. Tourism represented 10% of total
exports and an estimated 4% direct GDP. LLDCs accounted for 3.5% of all international tourist
arrivals but only 1.3% of revenues. In 2024, as international tourism recovered preliminary
data indicates that the group of LLDCs has welcomed 50 million international tourist arrivals,
around the same level as prior to the pandemic.

LLDCs are reported to have made limited progress towards structural transformation since
the adoption of the Vienna Programme of Action with an export structure still highly
dependent on primary commodities and share of services in global trade declining. Tourism, a
leading export service, can be catalytic for economic growth and diversification while
promoting jobs and inclusion.

Tourism plays a significant role in the priority areas of the Awaza Programme of Action (APoA)
for Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) for the Decade 2024-2034 (A/RES/79/233),
specifically when it comes to structural transformation, private sector development, foreign
direct investment, transit, transport, and connectivity. Among the tourism related targets to
be achieved by 2034, the programme of action commits to doubling the output of service
sectors including tourism while fostering cross-sectoral linkages between tourism, agriculture,
creative, and cultural sectors.

OBJECTIVES

The Side-Event will discuss best practices in terms of policies and initiatives to accelerate
sustainable tourism development in LLDCs as an effective means for economic diversification,
rural development, and socio-economic inclusion as well as sharing learnings among public
sector and international organizations.

It will contribute to the progress of the implementation of the Awaza Programme of Action
directly in terms of structural economic transformation, social inclusion, regional integration,
and connectivity. It will further see a presentation about the Tourism for Rural Development
Programme, which includes the Tourism for Rural Development Small Grants Programme, a
grassroots financing initiative, designed for non-profit organizations in rural areas.
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AGENDA

1:15-1:25 pm

Welcome Remarks
e H.E. Mr. Atageldi Shamiradov, Minister of Culture of Turkmenistan.
e Mr. Dilyor Khakimov, Director Institutional Relations, Partnership, Advocacy,
UN Tourism.

1:25-1:35 pm

Keynote
e “Tourism as a driver for economic diversification and social inclusion in
LLDCs", Mr. Dilyor Khakimov, Director Institutional Relations, Partnership,
Advocacy, UN Tourism.

1:40 - 2:25 pm

Panel Discussion including Q&A

e Panelist 1: Mrs. Gulshat Bakyyeva, Deputy Head of Tourism Department,
Ministry of Culture, Turkmenistan.

e Panelist 2: Mr. Aziz Mirjalilov, Head of Marketing Department, Tourism
Committee, Republic of Uzbekistan.

e Panelist 3: Mr. Agliddin Avgonov - Head of International Relations
Department, Committee for Tourism Development under the Government of
the Republic of Tajikistan.

e Panelist 4: Ms. Asami Kinoshita, Advisor on Sustainable Tourism
Development of the Tourism Committee of Uzbekistan, JICA.

e Panelist 5: Ms. Xiangjun Yao, Director, Office of Small Island Developing
States, Least Developed Countries and Landlocked Developing Countries,
FAO.

2:25pm -2:40 pm

Presentation including Q&A
e “Tourism for Rural Development Programme by UN Tourism” by Jost
Neumann, Programme Coordinator, Tourism for Rural Development
Programme.

2:40 pm - 2:45 pm

Closing
e Moderator: Mr. Jost Neumann, Programme Coordinator, Tourism for Rural
Development Programme.
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EXPECTED OUTCOMES

e Highlight the pivotal role of tourism in terms of job creation, entrepreneurship
development, and economic development.

e |dentify tourism policies that foster skills, infrastructure, transport, and cross-border
crossing.

* Exchange knowledge about initiatives promoting responsible product development and
sustainability among MSMEs, rural and mountain destinations.

e Create synergies between public and private sector to progress tourism for economic
diversification and rural development.

¢ Discuss financial assistance and technical assistance models enabling sustainable tourism
developmentin LLDCs.
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